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WEEK 5: THE STORY OF JOB 

 

We need to ask ourselves: 

 

 What can I learn from the story of Job? 

 

 

Introduction What do the scriptures say about illness and suffering? 
 

10 

The story of Job (below) 
 

Expounding this story 

• What happened to Job? 

• What did he do? 

• What helped him cope? 
 

30 
 

The story of Paul 
 

What was his ‘thorn in the flesh?’ 20 

Small groups Discussion 
 

45 

Closure How do I relate to these men and their experiences? 
 

15 

 
1 In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was 

blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. 2 He had seven sons and three 
daughters, 3 and he owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred 

yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys, and had a large number of servants. He was 
the greatest man among all the people of the East. 

5 When a period of feasting had run its course, Job would make arrangements for them 
to be purified. Early in the morning he would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, 

thinking, “Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.”  
 

8 Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one 
on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.” 

9 “Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied. 10 “Have you not put a hedge around 
him and his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, 

so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land. 11 But now stretch out your 
hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face.” 
 

 
20 At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground 

in worship 21 and said: 
“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, 

    and naked I will depart.[c] 
The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; 

    may the name of the LORD be praised.” 
22 In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing. 

 
2 Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one 

on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns 
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evil. And he still maintains his integrity, though you incited me against him to ruin him 
without any reason.” 

 
6 The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, then, he is in your hands; but you must spare his 

life.” 
7 So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD and afflicted Job with painful sores 

from the soles of his feet to the crown of his head. 8 Then Job took a piece of broken 
pottery and scraped himself with it as he sat among the ashes. 

9 His wife said to him, “Are you still maintaining your integrity? Curse God and die!” 
10 He replied, “You are talking like a foolish[b] woman. Shall we accept good from God, 

and not trouble?” 
In all this, Job did not sin in what he said. 
 

 
11 When Job’s three friends, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the 

Naamathite, heard about all the troubles that had come upon him, they set out from 
their homes and met together by agreement to go and sympathize with him and 

comfort him. 12 When they saw him from a distance, they could hardly recognize 
him; they began to weep aloud, and they tore their robes and sprinkled dust on their 

heads.13 Then they sat on the ground with him for seven days and seven nights. No one 
said a word to him, because they saw how great his suffering was. 

 

 

Job tries to solve the mystery behind his suffering.  
 

3 23 Why is life given to a man 
    whose way is hidden, 

    whom God has hedged in? 
24 For sighing has become my daily food; 

    my groans pour out like water. 
25 What I feared has come upon me; 

    what I dreaded has happened to me. 
26 I have no peace, no quietness; 
    I have no rest, but only turmoil.” 

 
 

Job prays expectantly.  
 

12 13 “To God belong wisdom and power; 
    counsel and understanding are his. 

14 What he tears down cannot be rebuilt; 
    those he imprisons cannot be released. 

15 If he holds back the waters, there is drought; 
    if he lets them loose, they devastate the land. 

16 To him belong strength and victory; 
 

 
Job becomes increasingly confused, perplexed, discouraged,  

 
10 “I loathe my very life; 

    therefore I will give free rein to my complaint 
    and speak out in the bitterness of my soul. 
2 I say to God: Do not declare me guilty, 

    but tell me what charges you have against me. 
3 Does it please you to oppress me, 
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    to spurn the work of your hands, 
    while you smile on the plans of the wicked? 

 
18 “Why then did you bring me out of the womb? 

    I wish I had died before any eye saw me. 
19 If only I had never come into being, 

    or had been carried straight from the womb to the grave! 
20 Are not my few days almost over? 

 
 

Job’s hopelessness  
 
17 1 My spirit is broken, 

    my days are cut short, 
    the grave awaits me. 

 
 

God still chooses to stay hidden. 
 

30 20 “I cry out to you, God, but you do not answer; 
    I stand up, but you merely look at me. 

 
 

Job’s tragic circumstances challenge and contradict everything he has always 
believed about God 

 
3 23 Why is life given to a man 

    whose way is hidden, 
    whom God has hedged in? 

 
 

Job can only assume God is persecuting him 
 
7 20 If I have sinned, what have I done to you, 

    you who see everything we do? 
Why have you made me your target? 

    Have I become a burden to you?[a] 
21 Why do you not pardon my offenses 

    and forgive my sins? 
 

Job knows that somewhere in the universe God must be alive. 
 

17 25 I know that my redeemer[c] lives, 
    and that in the end he will stand on the earth.[d] 

26 And after my skin has been destroyed, 
    yet[e] in[f] my flesh I will see God; 

27 I myself will see him 
    with my own eyes—I, and not another. 

    How my heart yearns within me! 
 

Job’s friends are shocked at his outbursts. 
 
5 8 “But if I were you, I would appeal to God; 

    I would lay my cause before him. 
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8 5 But if you will seek God earnestly 
    and plead with the Almighty, 

6 if you are pure and upright, 
    even now he will rouse himself on your behalf 

    and restore you to your prosperous state. 
 

11 13 “Yet if you devote your heart to him 
    and stretch out your hands to him, 

14 if you put away the sin that is in your hand 
    and allow no evil to dwell in your tent, 

15 then, free of fault, you will lift up your face; 
    you will stand firm and without fear. 
16 You will surely forget your trouble, 

    recalling it only as waters gone by. 
17 Life will be brighter than noonday, 

    and darkness will become like morning. 
 

 
Job is finally convinced of God’s infinite wisdom  

 
23 Then Job replied: 

2 “Even today my complaint is bitter; 
    his hand[a] is heavy in spite of[b] my groaning. 

3 If only I knew where to find him; 
    if only I could go to his dwelling! 

4 I would state my case before him 
    and fill my mouth with arguments. 

5 I would find out what he would answer me, 
    and consider what he would say to me. 

6 Would he vigorously oppose me? 
    No, he would not press charges against me. 

7 There the upright can establish their innocence before him, 
    and there I would be delivered forever from my judge. 
8 “But if I go to the east, he is not there; 

    if I go to the west, I do not find him. 
9 When he is at work in the north, I do not see him; 

    when he turns to the south, I catch no glimpse of him. 
10 But he knows the way that I take; 

    when he has tested me, I will come forth as gold. 
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